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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to appKcant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
L312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

A) . Claim 5 is amended with the following: A set of instructions stored on a processor 
readable medium executable by a processor, which when executed by said processor, performs a 
signal processing method for multiplexing first and second bit streams, each of said first and 
second bit streams being formatted in accordance with a different standard, comprising: a 
dividing step for dividing said second bit stream into access units; an adding step for adding a 
start code in a format corresponding to the standard of said first bit stream to each of said access 
units obtained by dividing said second bit streams wherein said adding step transforms said 
divided second bit stream prior to adding said start code if said start code of said first bit stream 
for receiving said second bit stream is subjected to certain restrictions; and a multiplexing step 
for defining a user operable region in access unit of said first bit stream and multiplexing and 
recording at least part of said second bit stream on said user operable region. 

B) . Claim 9 is amended with the following: A recording medium storing a program for 
multiplex first and second bit streams, each of said first and second bit streams being formatted 
in accordance with a different standard, said program comprising: a dividing step for dividing 
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said second bit stream into access imits; an adding step for adding a start code in a format 
corresponding to the standard of said first bit stream to each of said access units obtained by 
dividing said second bit streams wherein said adding step transforms said divided second bit 
stream prior to adding said start code if said start code of said first bit stream for receiving said 
second bit stream is subjected to certain restrictions; and a multiplexing step for defining a user 
operable region in access unit of said first bit stream and multiplexing and recording at least part 
of said second bit stream on said user operable region. 

C). Claim 13 is amended with the following: A computer readable recording medium 
storing a program comprising a set of instructions, executable by a computer, which when 
executed by said computer causes the corrqDUter to perform said program for decoding a 
multiplexed bit stream conforming to a first standard format obtained by defining a user operable 
region in access unit of a first bit stream and multiplexing and recording at least part of a second 
bit stream conforming to a second standard format different from said first standard format, said 
second bit stream also conforming to a syntax of said first standard format, on said user operable 
region, said program comprising: a step for detecting the user operable region in said 
multiplexed bit stream and extracting the data contained in said user operable region; a step for 
conducting a predetermined converting operation on said data contained in said user operable 
region and restoring the second bit stream, which was divided into access units, added a start 
code of said first bit stream to each of said access units, and transformed said divided second bit 
stream prior to adding said start code if said start code was subjected to certain restrictions; and a 
step for decoding said first bit stream contained in said multiplex bit stream except said user 
operable region and said second bit stream. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-28 are allowed. 

Independent claims 1, 5, 9, and 11-13 recite an apparatus (claims 1 and 1 1), method 
(claims 5 and 10), and recording medium (claims 9 and 13) including the limitation of . . an 
adding means for adding a start code in a format corresponding to the standard of said first bit 
stream to . each of said access units obtained by dividing said second bit streams wherein said 
adding means transforms said divided second bit stream prior to adding said start code if said 
start code of said first bit stream for receiving said second bit stream is subjected to certain 
restrictions. . which is a feature that is not anticipated nor obvious over the art of record. 
Dependent claims 2-4, 6-8, 10, and 14-28 are allowed for the reasons concerning the independent 
claims. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andy S. Rao whose telephone number is (571)-272-7337. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad S. Dastoim can be reached on (571)-272-7418. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Andy S. Rao 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2613 
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August 31, 2005 




